574               EXPEDITION AGAINST LOCRI.

in all, by moving, the one to the Ariminum country, and the
other to Arretium and its territory, not only arrested Mago's
expected supplies of Gallic troops, but cut off his advance
into the interior as well.

The war in Bruttium had taken the form of forays. Han-
nibal's Numidians had set the example in the business, and
they were quickly followed by the Bruttians, with whose
character a raiding war well comported. The Eomans were
not slow to follow suit. But the campaign had practically
been nullified by violent epidemics in both the Roman camp
and Hannibal's. The sole incident of the year was the loss
to Hannibal of Locri. He had previously abandoned Thu-
rii. While Scipio was completing his preparations to go to
Africa, he was led by certain rich exiles from Locri to make
an attempt to seize on this town, and thus still further
hem in Hannibal. He managed through these exiles, who
were in Ehegium, and some Locrian prisoners taken by
the Roman raiding parties and ransomed for the purpose by
the exiles, to get into communication with the garrison of
one of the citadels of Locri, and, by the aid of a conspiracy
excited among some of them, who then helped the Eoman
forces from within, to seize upon it. The operating force
was three thousand troops from Ehegium under two military
tribunes, Sergius and Matienus, and the pro-praetor Q. Plemi-
nius. Hamilcar, commander of the Carthaginian garrison
of Locri, appears to have been careless, and the Carthaginian
soldiers under bad discipline. A panic seized the garrison
upon the first attempt of the Eomans to scale the walls,
which was done by but a small party, and the first citadel
was lost. Hamilcar hereupon withdrew into the second cit-
adel. The townsmen held the city between the two citadels,
which were not far apart, awaiting events. Pleminius held
one and Hamilcar the other.with the city legions, four             tius f or Ariminurn, L. JEmilius for Sicily, and Cnseus Octa-
